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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2615. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yu 
(US 5190258) in view of Meisner et al. (US 5675426). 

4. Regarding claim 1 , Yu discloses an audio accessory system for use with a 
portable electronic device (such as a laptop computer, DVD player, or video game), said 
system comprising: two speakers (figure 1, items 15 and 15A), said speakers being 
individually rotatably mounted to a single common backing panel (support structure of 
13), and, a base unit (electronics of 13), said base unit having at least one plug-in 
device (column 2 lines 55-56, input and output terminals) to communicate with said 
portable electronic device. 

Yu does not expressly disclose a base unit being rotatably mounted to a backing 

panel. 
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Meisner discloses speakers being individually rotatably mounted to a single 
common backing panel (10), and, a base unit (11) being rotatably mounted to said 
backing panel (column 5 line 19). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the speaker placement of Meisner with the system of Yu. The 
motivation for doing so would have been to automatically turn the speakers toward the 
user when the screen is turned. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine 
Meisner with Yu to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1 . 

5. Regarding claim 2, Yu discloses wherein said base unit includes at least two 1 
plug-in devices (column 2 lines 55-56, input and output terminals). 

6. Regarding claim 3, Yu discloses wherein said base unit has at least one pass- 
through port (audio input to speaker output) to facilitate communication between the 
portable electronic device and an auxiliary accessory (speaker) while said audio 
accessory is connected to said portable electronic device. 

7. Regarding claim 4, Yu discloses wherein said base unit has at least two pass- 
through ports (left and right). 

8. Regarding claim 5, Yu discloses wherein said speakers have an extreme vertical 
position (shown in figure 8) that is perpendicular to said backing panel, and an extreme 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/631 ,01 6 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2615 

lateral position (90 degrees from figure 8) that Is axially aligned with said backing panel, 
said speakers being movable to any position between said extreme vertical and 
extreme lateral positions (figure 8). 

9. Regarding claim 6, Yu discloses wherein said system has two locking positions 
(full fonward and full backward, figures 3 and 4). 

10. Regarding claim 7, Yu discloses wherein said locking positions include an 
installed position (full forward, bottom of figure 4B) and a stored position (full backward, 
top of figure 3), said installed position comprising the position in which said system is 
installed in said portable electronic device, and said stored position wherein said system 
in said stored position has a narrower profile than said system in said installed position. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 8, although Yu does not expressly disclose a range of motion of 
greater than one hundred eighty degrees, it would have been obvious to have frame 22 
have recesses 23 that allow for greater range of motion. The motivation to do so would 
have been to allow for a greater number of possibilities in speaker and listener 
positions. Therefore at the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to further comprise wherein said system is changed from said 
installed position to said stored position by rotating in excess of one hundred eighty 
degrees. 
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12. Regarding claim 9, Meisner discloses wherein said backing panel Is parallel with 
said base unit when said system Is in said stored position (horizontal planes are 
parallel). 

13. Regarding claim 10, Yu discloses wherein said speakers are rotatable in either 
the stored or installed positions (figure 8). 

« 

14. Regarding claim 1 1 , although npt disclosed, the examiner takes official notice 
that it is general knowledge that people may place items on top of video monitors for 
unit placement. The motivation would have been to save space or to save time in unit 
placement. Given this it would have been obvious to further comprise wherein, in said 
stored position, said backing panel and said speakers are vertically aligned with said 
portable electronic device (vertical axes aligned). 

15. Regarding claim 12, although not disclosed, the examiner takes official notice 
that it is general knowledge that people may place items on top of video monitors for 
unit placement. The motivation would have been to save space or to save time in unit 
placement. Given this it would have been obvious to further comprise wherein said 
speakers and said backing panel are underneath said portable electronic device in said 
stored position. 
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16. Regarding claim 13, Yu discloses wherein said speakers rotate in a plane 
perpendicular (vertical) to said base unit plane of rotation (horizontal). 

17. Regarding claim 14, although not expressly disclosed, the need to protect and 
stabilize fragile electronic devices was well known in the art. The motivation to do so 
would have been to protect the units from damage and insure the unit does not get 
disconnected. Therefore at the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to further comprise locking tabs on said base unit, said tabs 
engaging said portable electronic device to ensure that said system remains connected 
to said portable electronic device. 

18. Regarding claim 15, Yu discloses a speaker system for a video amusement 
device (such as a laptop computer, DVD player, or video game), said system 
comprising: two speakers (figure 1, items 15 and 15A), said speakers being individually 
rotatably mounted to a single common backing panel (support structure of 13), and, a 
base unit (electronics of 13)^ said base unit having two electrical plug-in devices 
(column 2 lines 55-56, input and output terminals) for communicating with said video 
amusement device, wherein said base unit has at least two pass-through ports (left and 
right) wherein similar or identical electronic devices or auxiliary accessories can be 
attached, said system having an installed locking position (full forward), and a stored 
locking position (full backward). 



« 
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Yu does not expressly disclose a base unit being rotatably mounted to a backing 

panel. 

Meisner discloses speakers being individually rotatably mounted to a single 
common backing panel (10), and, a base unit (11) being rotatably mounted to said 
backing panel (column 5 line 19). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to use the speaker placement of Meisner with the system of Yu. The motivation 
for doing so would have been to automatically turn the speakers toward the user when 
the screen is turned. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Meisner with 
Yu to obtain the invention as specified in claim 15. 

19. Regarding claim 16, Yu discloses wherein said speakers have an extreme 
vertical position (shown in figure 8) that is perpendicular to said backing panel, and an 
extreme lateral position (90 degrees from figure 8) that is axially aligned with said 
backing panel, said speakers being movable to any position between said extreme 
vertical and extreme lateral positions (figure 8). 

20. Regarding claim 17, Yu discloses wherein said system in said stored position has 
a narrower profile than said system in said installed position (system would be more 
narrow side to side). 
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21 . Regarding claim 1 8, although not disclosed, the examiner takes official notice 
that it is general knowledge that people may place items on top of video monitors for 
unit placement. The motivation would have been to save space or to save time in unit 
placement. Given this it would have been obvious to further comprise wherein said 
portable electronic device is vertically aligned with said speakers and said backing 
panel when said system is in said stored position (vertical axes aligned). 

22. Regarding claim 1 9, although not disclosed, the examiner takes official notice 
that it is general knowledge that people may place items on top of video monitors for 
unit placement. The motivation would have been to save space or to save time in unit 
placement. Given this it would have been obvious to further comprise wherein said 
speakers and said backing panel are underneath said portable electronic device in said 
stored position. 

23. Regarding claim 20, although Yu does not expressly disclose a range of motion 
of greater than one hundred eighty degrees, it would have been obvious to have frame 
22 have recesses 23 that allow for greater range of motion. The motivation to do so 
would have been to allow for a greater number of possibilities in speaker and listener 
positions. Therefore at the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to further comprise wherein said system is changed from said 
installed position to said stored position by rotating in excess of one hundred eighty 
degrees. 
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24. Regarding claim 21 , Meisner discloses wherein said backing panel is parallel 
with said base unit when said system is in said stored position (horizontal planes are 
parallel). 

25. Regarding claim 22, Yu discloses wherein said speakers are rotatable in either 
the stored or installed positions (figure 8). 

26. Regarding claim 23, Yu discloses wherein said speakers rotate in a plane 
(vertical) perpendicular to said base unit plane of rotation (horizontal). 

27. Regarding claim 24. although not expressly disclosed, the need to protect and 
stabilize fragile electronic devices was well known in the art. The motivation to do so 
would have been to protect the units from damage and insure the unit does not get 
disconnected. Therefore at the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to further comprise locking tabs on said base unit, said tabs 
engage said portable electronic device to ensure that said system remains connected to 
said portable electronic device. 

Conclusion 
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28. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas Suthers whose telephone number is (571)272- 
0563. The examiner can normally be reached oh Sam - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (571)272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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